MICHAEL SEAL
Conductor
Michael Seal is one of the UK’s most versatile conductors. In March 2011 he was appointed Associate Conductor of the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra in recognition of his work as Assistant Conductor over the previous six years and the special relationship that has developed between himself and the orchestra.

Michael Seal was born in London in 1970. He started learning the violin at the age of 9, going on to study at the Birmingham Conservatoire and joining the CBSO in September 1992. It was whilst at the Birmingham Conservatoire that he first started conducting, studying with Jonathan Del Mar. Since then he has had coaching and masterclasses from Sakari Oramo, Jorma Panula and Andris Nelsons.

He first conducted the CBSO in 2002, becoming Assistant Conductor, the first in their history, in 2005. Since then he has conducted them in numerous projects, including premières of works by Richard Causton, Jonathan Girling and Bent Sørensen, performing Lutoslawski’s Chain 1 at the Amsterdam Concertgebouw, appearing with them at the Aldeburgh and Malvern Festivals and leading them during Artsfest in Centenary Square. Outside Birmingham he has appeared with them at many other venues throughout the Midlands as well as in London and Manchester. In March 2012 he stood in dramatically for Andris Nelsons for several concerts on the orchestra’s prestigious German tour with soloists Jonas Kaufmann and Rudolf Buchbinder, to great critical acclaim.

In addition Michael Seal has developed a special bond with the CBSO Youth Orchestra, conducting them on numerous occasions and being involved with them since their foundation. He is also Artistic Adviser and Conductor of the CBSO YO Academy, a chamber orchestra formed in 2007, and has conducted them in Birmingham and at the Three Choirs Festival.

Other orchestras Michael Seal has worked with include the Frankfurt Radio Symphony Orchestra, the BBC Symphony Orchestra, the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, the Orquesta Filarmonica de Buenos Aires, the London Philharmonic Orchestra, the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the Ulster Orchestra, the Odense Symphony Orchestra, the KBS Symphony Orchestra in Seoul, the RTE National Symphony Orchestra, the RTE Concert Orchestra and the Norwegian Radio Orchestra.

In June 2014 the BBC Symphony Orchestra invited him to conduct their concert to celebrate the 80th birthday of Sir Peter Maxwell Davies with a programme including Davies’ iconic work from 1969, Worldes Blis. His engagements with the CBSO this season include a concert to mark the centenary of the birth of the Polish composer Andrzej Panufnik including his Symphony No.2 ‘Sinfonia Elegiaca’, and a subscription concert including Korngold’s Symphony in F sharp major. In December 2014 he led the orchestra on a short tour to Abu Dhabi.
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